The Views of the Undergraduate Students who are Taking the Course of Piano about the Course  by Umuzdaş, Mehmet Serkan
 Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  116 ( 2014 )  4665 – 4668 
1877-0428 © 2013 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. Open access under CC BY-NC-ND license.
Selection and/or peer-review under responsibility of Academic World Education and Research Center.
doi: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2014.01.1004 
ScienceDirect
5th World Conference on Educational Sciences - WCES 2013 
The views of the undergraduate students who are taking the course 
of piano about the course 
Mehmet Serkan Umuzdaş * 



		

					
Abstract 
The aim of this study is to reveal the views and suggestions of the undergraduate students about the course of piano. Positive 
views of the students regarding the course are as follows: trainers are very interested in their performance in the course, trainers 
are role models for them in regard to playing the piano, trainers follow the course hours and the evaluation process of the course 
is reliable. The participants’ negative views about the course are as follows: etudes are very challenging and trainers may not 
have necessary competence in regard to playing the piano since the class sizes are very high.   
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1. Introduction 
The piano course is included in the music teaching programs of the universities and offered at each semester for 
four years. The major objectives of the course include the introduction of the basic piano playing techniques, 
technical exercises and etudes on piano playing, sample piano works by Turkish and international composers and 
practical training on the teaching-learning teachniques used in the formal music education. The course by the fourth 
year of the teacher training program begins to include practices and training on how to teach the piano playing. The 
training is designed to involve activities to make the prospective teachers competent in teaching the piano playing at 
the levels of pre-school education and adult training. Evaluating the success of the programs and taking into account 
the results of such evaluations in shaping the program increase the quality of the program. The views and 
suggestions of internal and external parties should be taken into consideration in the attempts to improve the existing 
programs (Umuzdaş, 2012: 3). The aim of the study is to determine the existing status of the piano course and 
potential problems related to the course based on the views of the students. In parallel to this aim, the study attempts 
to answer the following reserach question: “What are your views about the piano course?” 
2. Method 
The study employs qualitative reserach method. Qualitative research method produces data without the use of the 
statistical procedures or other numerical approaches (Altunışık, 2005). Basic qualities of qualitative research are as 
follows: being sensitive to the natural environment, assigning a participative role for the researcher in the process, 
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having a holistic approach, revealing the perceptions, flexible research design and inductive analysis (Yıldırım & 
Şimşek, 2000). 
The study uses a general scanning model, part of the qualitative research approach. Such models can be defined 
as a scanning arrangements that include either the whole or the part of the population in order to have a general view 
about the related population (Karasar, 1991: 79). 
In the study the participants were asked to write an essay about their views concerning the piano course. 
Questions asking people’s views try to reveal what they think about or what they perceive about a topic (Balcı, 
2010: 147). 
The data obtained through the essays written by the participants were classified through codes and then labelled 
under three sub-categories of positive views, negative views and suggestions. The statements grouped based on 
these categories are given in Table. 
The participants of the study were 76 student teachers attending Gaziosmanpaşa University’s Faculty of 
Education, Branch of Music Education during the cademic year of 2012–2013. Of 76 participants, 29 were males, 
while 47 were females.  
 
 
3. Findings 
The statements of the participants grouped based on three sub-categories of positive views, negative views and 
suggestions are given in Table 1. 
Table 1. Student views about the piano course 
 
 
Statements  1 2 3 4 Total  
n % n % n % n % n % 
Po
si
tiv
e 
vi
ew
s  
I can acquire necessary knowledge in the 
course.  
17 85 14 70 12 75 9 45 52 68,12 
In the course, I learn how to study in addition to 
learn how to play the piano.  
9 45 12 60 11 68,75 4 20 36 47,36 
The course supports my theoretical knowledge.  12 60 12 60 10 62,5 12 60 46 60,26 
The course is productive for me.  15 75 13 65 7 43,75 2 10 37 48,47 
The attitude of the lecturer towards us is 
positive. 
14 70 12 60 9 56,25 8 40 41 53,71 
The piano course encourages reseach.  11 55 7 35 6 37,5 5 25 29 38,15 
The class hour is enough 1 5       1 1,31 
In the course, we have one-to-one study. 3 15 10 50 11 68,75 13 65 37 48,47 
The course is delivered in a disciplined way. 12 60 12 60 8 50 10 50 42 55,02 
In the course, level-appropriate piano works are 
studied.  
1 5   2 12,5   3 3,93 
The course is compulsory 1 5       1 1,31 
The lecturer gives examples for the piano works 
studied in the course.  
7 35 11 55 1 6,25 7 35 26 34,06 
The piano course has parallel points with other 
courses.  
5 25 15 75 10 62,5 12 60 42 55,02 
The piano works should be selected based on 
the views of the students.  
3 15 4 20 11 68,25 8 40 26 34,06 
The course is delivered as it is planned.  13 65 9 45 7 43,75 10 50 37 48,47 
We have opportunity to ask questions to the 
lecturers after the class hour.   
11 55 9 45 8 50 5 25 33 43,23 
The course provides an opportunity to make a 
reportoire.  
  3 15 9 56,25 9 45 21 27,51 
The class hour is determined taking into account 
the views of the students.  
8 40 4 20 5 31,25 11 55 28 36,68 
We have a private study room.  16 80 14 70 11 68,25 13 65 54 70,74 
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N
eg
at
iv
e 
vi
ew
s 
The piano work that have higher levels is 
introduced.  
13 65 10 50 13 81,25 14 70 50 65,50 
The class hour is not enough. 12 60 11 55 10 62,5 7 35 40 52,40 
The lecturer have higher expectations. 3 15 9 45 9 56,25 10 50 31 40,61 
The course is compulsory.  1 5 12 60 11 68,25 8 40 32 41,92 
The course is delivered fast.  1 5     1 5 2 2,62 
Without learning the technique at a proper level, 
the work is introduced.  
7 35 1 5     8 10,48 
We are forced to study.    3 15 3 18,75 5 25 11 14,41 
The lecturer behaves according to his mood in 
the course.  
  2 10 1 6,25 1 5 4 5,24 
The lecturer does not give examples for the 
work s/he introduced.  
  1 5 1 6,25   2 2,62 
The course is not appropriate for teacher 
training.  
    1 6,25 3 15 4 5,24 
There are prerequisite piano work that are not 
level-appropriate.  
  1 5 5 31,25 1 5 7 9,17 
The course does not teach how to play the 
piano.  
1 5 5 25 7 43,75   13 17,03 
The exam should not be carried out in 
commissions. 
      15 75 15 19,65 
The attendance to the course is required.   5 25 1 6,25 9 45 16 20,96 
There are more than one assignment after each 
course.  
 
  1 5   1 5 2 2,62 
Su
gg
es
tio
ns
 
The class hour should be increased. 8 40 3 15 3 18,75 1 5 15 19,65 
Instead of more etudes, more works should be 
played.  
2 10       2 2,62 
The etude or the piano work should be firstly 
played by the lecturer.  
1 5   3 18,75   4 5,24 
The course should be elective. 1 5 6 30 4 25 11 55 22 28,82 
The number of etudes should be less. 1 5 2 10 5 31,25 9 45 17 22,27 
Level-appropriate works should be studied in 
the course. 
1 5 4 20 2 12,5 10 50 17 22,27 
The students’ views should be taken into 
consideration in choosing the piano work to be 
studied in the course.  
1 5 1 5 1 6,25 1 5 4 5,24 
In the course, the methods of piano study should 
be taught.  
1 5       1 1,31 
The course involve the playing the piano with 
partners. 
  7 35   11 55 18 23,58 
The number of the Turkish piano works should 
be more.  
  2 10 2 12,5   4 5,24 
The course should be planned based on the 
students’ needs.  
  1 5     1 1,31 
The credit of the course should be more.     4 25   4 5,24 
The number of assignments should be less.      2  1 5 3 3,93 
The course should be delivered only by those 
whose field is piano playing.  
    1 6,25 2 10 3 3,93 
The program should be suitable for teacher 
training. 
    9 56,25 12 60 21 27,51 
Pianos ahouls be freqeuntly accorded.      2 12,5   2 2,62 
While planning the class hour, the views of the 
students should be taken into consideration. 
    1 6,25   1 1,31 
There should be no prerequisite piano work.     1 6,25   1 1,31 
The number of concerts should be more.     1 6,25   1 1,31 
Exams should not be carried out in 
commissions.  
      6 30 6 7,86 
It should teach how to teach the piano playing.        2 2 2 2,62 
 
The majority of the students are happy in that they have a personal study room in the faculty. They also reported 
that the piano course provides them with the necessary knowledge and complements their theoretical information. It 
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is also found that the faculty member delivering the course had a positive attitude towards the students taking the 
course and that the course was delivered in a disciplined way. The findings based on the grade levels of the 
participants show that those attending the first and third grades reported that they acquired the necessary information 
from the course. The participants attending the second grade reported that there were parallel points between the 
piano course and other courses. Senior students reported that they had positive views about the course since there 
were one-to-one studies in the course.   
On the other hand, the majority of the participants thought that the piano works studied in the course were above 
their levels. In addition, they expressed some negative views about the course, stating that the class hour is not 
enough and that the lecturer had higher expectations from the students. Such views were mostly reported by those 
participants attending 1., 3. and 4. grades, emphasizing the higher levels of piano works studied in the course. Those 
participants attending 2. grade, on the other hand,  stated that the fact that the course is compulsory was a negative 
point about the course.  
The majority of the students suggested that the piano course should be optional. As seen in Table 1, the 
participants expressed other suggestions about the course: the program of the course should be organized to train 
student teachers; the number of etudes should be less; and level-appropriate piano works should be studied in the 
course. Regarding the suggestions by grade levels, it was found that first-grade student teachers suggested that the 
class hour should be more. Second-grade student teachers reported that the course should involve the piano playing 
with partners. Both third- and fourth-grade student teachers suggested that the program of the course should be 
reorganized to train student teachers. 
 
4. Conclusion and discussion 
 
The piano education is a multi-functional course in that it integrates the skills covered by other courses. Since 
piano is actively used in teaching profession and a support tool for the courses, the piano course is delivered as a 
compulsory course at each semester of the teacher training program. In order to improve the function of the piano 
course it is significant to be informed about the students’ views about the course. As a positive view, the participants 
reported that having a study room in the faculty is an advantage. It indicates the appropriateness of the physical 
facilities. Furthermore, they reported that the information given to them in the course supports their learnings in the 
other courses and is useful for them.  
As a negative view, the participants reported that the piano works studied in the course require much higher level 
of competency. The other negative points reported by the participants are about the higher expectancy levels of the 
trainers, the number of etudes and works. Furthermore, the course can be given as an optional course at the fourth 
year of the program.  
In short, although students have positive views about the delivery, content  of the course and the physical 
facilities, they experience anxiety due to  higher levels of the piano works studied in the course.  
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